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WIZARD ON WHEELS! 


IM CLARK—motor racing’s flying Scotsman 
—is the new world champion driver, and 
the first man to win seven championship 
races in one season. 

In his high-powered Lotus Model 25 single- 
seater, Clark has screeched to success in 
Holland, Belgium, France, Britain, Italy, 
Mexico and South Africa. 

But his first race last season was a setback. 
During the European Grand Prix at Monte 
Carlo his gears jammed. The car, with its 
wheels locked, skidded into a straw barrier, 
and Jim was out of the race. 

But instead of being disappointed, he talked 
hopefully of his championship chances. 

“ You have to have the luck,” he said. “ I 
feel my new Lotus could do the job, and I may 


have the driving speed. It’s got to be a com¬ 
bination of car . . . man . . . luck.” 

In this split-second sport, which demands 
a cool brain and calm judgment, Clark drives 
as brilliantly as did Stirling Moss in his prime, 
say his admirers. His background, however, 
is remote from racing. He owns a cattle and 
sheep farm in Berwickshire, and his first job 
was as his father’s shepherd. 

Serious rating entered his life near the end 
of the 1957 season, when he drove a Porsche 
1600 Super. This was followed, in the next two 
years, by a Jaguar D-type and a Lotus Elite, 
entered by the Scottish team, Border Reivers. 
Then Reg Parnell, team manager of Aston 
Martins, spotted him and signed Clark up 
with the words, “ I think he’ll be a world 


A Grand Prix in progress with 
Jim Clark in the lead. Note 
how calm and relaxed he is as 
he speeds on to another win! 

champion.” How true a prophecy that was I 

Instead of driving Formula I cars for Astons, 
however, Clark was loaned to Lotus, who 
entered him for Formula Junior and F-2 
events in I960. His successes led him to score 
Lotus’s first Continental Grand Prix victory, 
at Pau, in France. 

After two years’ full-time racing, Clark 
became runner-up in the 1962 world champion¬ 
ship. Now he has beaten all his rivals in a 
season in which the standard of driving was 
higher than ever before. 

Jim Clark’s next “date” will probably be 
the 5th annual Racing Car Show at Olympia, 
London, which is on daily, 10 a.m.—9 p.m., 
from 22nd January until 1st February (exclud¬ 
ing Sunday). I Fleetway Publications Ltd., 19S* | 
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POWER FROM 
THE HEART OF 
BEN CRUACHAN 

A power station is being built 
inside Ben Cruachan, a 
mountain which rises to 3,689 
feet above Loch Awe in Argyll¬ 
shire. The station will be 330 
feet long, 75 feet wide, and 120 
feet high, and will be reached 
by a tunnel three-quarters-of-a- 
mile long. 

Ben Cruachan has a heart of 
granite, and tunnellers have so 
far taken out 300,000 tons of it, 
to use in widening the main road 
through the Pass of Brander. This 
road will be almost the only sign 
of a major project in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, for the power station 
will lie hidden deep in the 
mountain. 

Water From a Loch 

About halfway up Ben Cruachan 
there is being built a reservoir 
capable of holding 2,500 million 
gallons of water, which will be 
pumped up from Loch Awe. Two 
steeply-inclined shafts, each 16 
feet in diameter, are being bored, 
and the water will flow down 
these again to drive the station’s 
four generators, between them 
capable of an output of 400 
megawatts. 

The station, which is being 
built by the North of Scotland 
Hydro-Electric Board at a cost of 
£14,000,000, will be the biggest 
pumped-storage scheme in Europe. 
It will be completed by 1966. 

COLOUR IN 
MINIATURE 

A six-inch television set giving 
pictures in three colours — red, 
green, and blue—will be on sale in 
Tokyo, Japan, in about two 
months’ time. 


GIANT CABBAGES 



How would you like to see the 
cabbages in your garden grow to 
a height of 18 feet? 

The Jersey Cabbage, which 
used to be grown very extensively 
in this Channel Island, reaches 
this height. 

Very few are being grown 
today because farmers are grow¬ 
ing cauliflowers instead, and this 
curiosity among the brassica 
family may die out completely. 

After the green leaves have 
been stripped off during a two- 
year period, the stalks are cut 
down and hung up to dry. They 
are then made into walking sticks 
which visitors to the island buy 
as souvenirs. 



Event 


of the 


Week 


LONDON : Olympia. 
Racing Car Show 
from 22nd 
January until 1st 
February 


Also 


O AYR : 21st January, Joan 
Hammond and the Scottish 
National Orchestra at a Town 
Hall concert. 


© HASTINGS : 22nd January, 
London Life Exhibition— 
Past and Present, until 
16th February. 
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HOW SMALL IS 
A PAGE? 

If you know of a page boy 
standing less than 4 feet 2 inches 
small—get ready to pack him 
off to London's Olympia. 

There, from 21st to 30th 
January, will be held Hotelympia 
64, the International Hotel and 
Catering Exhibition. The organisers 
are offering an all-expenses-paid 
trip to the Exhibition for the 
smallest page in Britain. 

It all began when the manager 
of a big London restaurant claimed 
that he had Britain’s smallest page 
—Tony Hughes, 4 feet 4 inches. 
But from almost around the 
corner there came a clarion 
call on behalf of Jimmy Pender, 
half-an-inch shorter. 

Then there came a challenge 
from Wales. In Cardiff there was 
a page boy beside whom Tony and 
Jimmy would appear giants—for 
Richard Britton was a mere 4 
feet 2 inches! 

Now the battle has been joined, 
and up and down the length of 
Britain there is ringing the cry 
“ Page! ” 

CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS FOR 
ABERDEEN 

The wonderful lights which 
decorated London’s Regent Street 
over the Christmas period will 
glow again next Christmas—490 
miles away in Aberdeen. 

The Scottish city has bought the 
lights to give a colourful glow to 
its main thoroughfare, Union 
Street. 


It seems to ese© ., „ 




BRAVE GBRL! 

IWIEET Patrol Leader Marjorie Ann Robb, of the 2nd 
* Wyton, Hunts (RAF) Guide Hut. Here she is, 
in my cheerful, smiling picture this week. 

Marjorie is a girl who must have done a lot of smiling 
when she didn’t feel much like it, for she has spent the 
last eight years 
fightingthe effects 
of polio. 

She joined the 
Guides while in 
hospital, and 
underwent four 
operations to re¬ 
cover the use of 
her legs. Yet she 
has qualified for 
six badges, 
including the 
Camper’s Badge. 

Just before 
Christmas, 

Marjorie attended 
a parade to re¬ 
ceive this last 
badge from the 
Huntingdon¬ 
shire Guides 
Commissioner. 

To her great surprise she 
also received another — the 
Badge of Fortitude, the 
Guides’top bravery award. 




Patrol Leader Marjorie Ann Robb 

~lkc Editw 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

* 


“ We had a good day at 
school, Dad. We had read¬ 
ing,rioting,and ’rithmetic!” 


“ Madam, those ‘bits of iron’ 
which get in your way are 
the dutch, the brake and 
the accelerator! ” 




AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
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SORE SPOT ON 


A British colony achieves independence and then, later on, 
sends for British troops to come back because of trouble. 
There must be a lesson from recent events in Cyprus. 


Britain took over the adminis¬ 
tration of Cyprus by arrangement 
with the Turks in 1878. Turkey 
had ruled the Mediterranean island 
for three centuries before that. 

Greeks and Turks now occupy 
the island in the proportion of 
five Greeks to one Turk. But 
Cyprus has never belonged to 
Greece. 

These two peoples, try as they 


will, have rarely been able to live 
together in peace. 

And after Cyprus officially 
became a British colony in 1925— 
with the agreement of Greece and 
Turkey—both communities “took 
it out ” on the British. 

By the mid-fifties, war had been 
declared on the British in the 
island by the spearhead of a move¬ 
ment to unite Cyprus with Greece. 


THE MAP 

The movement was called 
Enosis. Its spearhead, an under¬ 
ground fighting force led by the 
Greek colonel George Grivas, 
was the National Organisation of 
Cypriot Combatants, known to 
history as EOKA. 

After four years of senseless 
slaughter, uneasy peace came to 
Cyprus and agreement was reached 
at conferences in Zurich (Switzer- * 
land) and in London during 1959. 

In August 1960, Cyprus became 
-By our- 

Special Correspondent 


an independent republic and joined 
the Commonwealth and the United 
Nations. 

But at the end of last year, after 
barely three years of “peace,” 
trouble broke out again. 

Archbishop Makarios, the Greek 
Cypriot priest who became the first 
President of Cyprus, presented the 
Turkish Cypriots with a list of 
proposed amendments to the inde¬ 
pendence constitution. 

This was seen by the Turkish 
Cypriots as a threat. 

Then there were rumours that 
Turkey (only 40 miles away across 
the sea) would “ invade ” Cyprus. 
This alarmed the Greeks. 

Meanwhile Archbishop Makarios 
appealed for British troops to 
The Mediterranean island of Cyprus stand between the Greek and 


A British soldier keeps a look out for trouble in Nicosia 


Turkish Cypriots, who had started 
fighting each other. 

In the midst of the crisis, there¬ 
fore, Mr. Duncan Sandys, our 
Commonwealth Secretary, flew to 
Cyprus. 

After six days he persuaded all 


parties—Greeks and Turks as well Cyprus. 


as the two Cyprus communities— 
to come to a London conference. 

This has the task of revising the 
constitution. 

Archbishop Makarios, for his 
part, agreed that a team of United 
Nations “observers” should go to 


Adventures unlimited 


Can you ride a pony ? Sail a dinghy ? Swim under-water ? 
These and many more exciting activities are open to you at little 
expense, thanks to the Youth Hostels Association. 

You probably know that the Y.H.A. provides hostels for 
walkers and cyclists, but it may be news to you that the Y.H.A. 
also organizes Adventure Holidays to help you take up some 
new outdoor activity. Expert tuition and all special equipment 
are provided. No previous knowledge is required. 

For those over 11 but under 16 years, there are separate 
groups for boys and girls. For those aged 16 and over, the 
groups are mixed. 


HOLIDAYS INCLUDE 


* Caving 
Sailing 


Walking 
Pony Trekking 
Cruising t Riding 

Skin Diving * Folk Singing 
* Sketching * Archaeology 
Cycling Bird Watching 


Send today for free illustrated brochure. 


To Y.H.A. HOME TOURS, 
Trevelyan House, St. Albans, Herts. 
Please send Adventure Brochure. 
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NAME. 




Hill Craft 
Photography 
t Fishing 
t Railways 

* Over 16 only 
t Under 16 only 
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Dear Sir,—I am writing this 
letter to you for the second time. 
I am very happy that you have 
published my letter (issue dated 
2nd November). Thanks to you. 

When the boys of your country 
were having hols we went on tours 
and treks in September. Our 
treks were very interesting. We, 
the boys, went to Ranikhet and 
Karan Prayag. 

Om Prakash Goel, Birla Public 
School, Pilani, Rajasthan, India. 


Birla Public School at Pilani, in 
India’s Rajasthan State 


FASTER FUTURE 

Dear Sir,—I have been reading 
the CN for about three years and 
find it extremely interesting. 

In the issue dated 28th 
December, on the front page, 
there was an article entitled: 
City of the Future. I think that 
if people were to use public 
transport, as the article suggested, 
it would have to be very swift 
and much more regular in its 
timetables, because otherwise 
people might not be prepared to 
set off for their destination 
earlier than they would by car. 

Apart from that, I think this 
new idea is excellent. 

Julia. Lawson (11), Batley, 
Yorkshire. 


DINNER WITH 

Dear Sir,—I think all readers 
would like to hear about the 
transformation of a small 
restaurant near my home. 

Up until about two months ago 
it was called the Sugar Bowl, and 
it was just like any other 
restaurant. But then it was sold 
to two ’Italians, Silvano Sacchi 
and Ermardo Bosoni, who also 
own four hotels in London. They 
have renamed it II Pirata. 

To transform it, seven workmen 
were shipped from Italy. All 
the parts are prefabricated. The 
entrance, which is made from 
larchwood, represents the hull of 
a galleon. 

^ The waiters dress in pirate’s 


THE PIRATES ! 

clothes. Even the dishes have 
something to do with piracy. For 
instance, roast chicken is Polio 
alia Morgan. Piracy has arrived! 

Nigel K. L. Scott, Tadworth, 
Surrey. 

WHAT OF 
THE BEATLES? 

Dear Sir,—I would like to know 
the views of other readers on the 
Beatles. 

My own are that they simply 
cannot sing properly, that they 
make a row, and earn far too 
much money—more than an 
experienced heart specialist, for 
example. 

M. J. Brown, Leeds 17. 


MORE NEWS FROM PRAKASH 
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TESIS WIDE WORLD 


The Children’s Newspaper, 18th fanuary, 1964 
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FIRE FLY 

The burning of grass and vege¬ 
tation may be one of the causes 
of the spread of the dreaded 
tsetse fly, which fatally attacks 
cattle. This is the startling theory 
of Mr. B. L. Mitchell, a game 
biologist in Northern Rhodesia. 

In Africa at one time great 
numbers of antelopes and other 
hoofed animals were slaughtered 
in an attempt to wipe out the 
tsetse. Now it is known that the 
warthog is the animal which most 
harbours the dreaded fly. The 
animal feeds on grasses and 
vegetation which somehow thrive 
on land that has been recently 
burned. 

Consequently, the more burning 
of vegetation—whether accidental 
or deliberate—the more the wart- 
hog and the tsetse fly thrive. 


THIS BIRD CAN’T FLY! 

"MEW ZEALAND’S flightless bird, the Kitvi, lives in rough 
bush country, and many New Zealanders have never seen 
one. Kiwi is the Maori name for this bird, which naturalists 
know as Apteryx australis. 



The Kiwi lays an egg about five inches long 


NEW DEAL IN 
NEWFOUNDLAND 

Four women playing bridge 
at a club in Pasadena, New¬ 
foundland. each picked up a 
complete suit of cards at the 
same time. 

The chances of this 
happening have been calcu¬ 
lated as one in 2,200 million, 
million, million, million ! 


SYDNEY’S 

TATTOO 

The first combined Australian- 
British military tattoo is to be 
held in Sydney later in the year. 

It will be produced by Brigadier 
Alastair Maclean, who organises 
the world-famous Edinburgh 
tattoo. He said that more than 
a thousand Australian and British 
troops would take part. 


Kiwis are dim-sighted birds and 
see best at night, when they roam 
about searching for worms. They 
have a peculiar eerie whistle 
which is quite spine-chilling when 
heard suddenly for the first time. 

They are about the size of an 
average hen and their wings, too 
feeble for flight, lie hidden 
beneath heavy hair-like feathers 
on the back. However, they can 
run quite fast. Their legs are 
thick and strong and they have 
four toes. A blow from a 
powerful, clawed foot can cause 
severe injury, and these dun- 
coloured birds are valiant fighters. 

Unlike those of other birds, the 
Kiwi’s nostrils are at the tip of 
its strong beak, which in males is 
from four to seven inches in 
length. 

A bird the size of a Kiwi might 
be expected to lay an egg the size 
of a hen’s. In actual fact, Kiwi 
eggs are about five inches long 


SUNDAY MIRROR 

NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 
CHILDREN'S ART 1964 

Children’s pictures, sculpture, craft- 
work, pottery and applied pattern 

Entries are invited for the seventeenth 
annual exhibition to be held in 
London in September. 

All children aged between 5 and 16 may 
enter. Write now for leaflet to : 

NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 
CHILDREN’S ART, (LEAFLET A) 

Sunday Mirror, 

Holborn Circus, London, E.C.l. 

Closing date for entries: 6th MARCH, 1964 

Advisory Committee : 

Sir Herbert Read, Mr. Gordon Archibald, Miss Marion E. 
Duffieid, Mr. Tom Hudson, Victor Pasmore, Mr. R. R. 
Tomlinson, Mr. Frank Tuckett. 


and three inches wide. They can 
weigh up to one pound. 

The female lays either one or 
two eggs, and once this is done, 
the male takes over. For six weeks 
he will sit on the eggs, often 
during bad weather because Kiwis 
do not lay in any particular 
season, as other birds do. 

At Taradale, in the North 
Island, there is a Kiwi Farm. Here 
the birds live happily in natural 
surroundings and two have bred 
in captivity. They are fed with a 
mixture of ox heart, grated apple, 
seedless raisins, cod liver-oil and 
yeast. 

In the wild. Kiwis are protected 
by the Government, and every¬ 
thing is done to increase their 
numbers and save them from 
becoming extinct. 

Perhaps New Zealand mothers 
feel the most wonderful thing 
about the Kiwi is that father takes 
over the family and leaves mother 
free of worries! 

COLOURED 
ROADS! 

Jt is known that roads of 
different colours minimise 
accidents, and keep the driver 
alert. Now engineers of the Esso 
firm have turned out two new 
products enabling roads to be 
given coloured surfaces. They are 
called “Viadon” and “Miradon.” 
Five different colours are already 
being sold in the USA: blue, 
white, red, green, and yellow. 
These products can be easily 
mixed with the bitumen used for 
road surfacing. 

MORE TREES FOR 
SINGAPORE 

The Malayan territory of 
Singapore has launched a big tree¬ 
planting campaign in which people 
have been invited to buy 5,000 
saplings at a nominal price. 

These young trees are to be 
planted in private gardens and 
grounds, while the Singapore 
Government is to set up 4,000 
trees along roads and in parks. 


EXPLORING 

ANTARCTIC 

ISLANDS 

The grim ice-clad Balleny 
Islands off the coast of Antarctica 
are being explored by a group of 
New Zealanders who were taken 
there by helicopter. 

The biggest of the islands is 
18 miles long, five miles wide, and 
rises to a height of nearly 4,400 
feet. Wherever there is a break 
in the towering cliffs, the ice 
descends and runs out a mile or 
more into the sea. 

First sighted in 1839, the 
Balleny group is really part of a 
chain of peaks of submerged 
mountains stretching between 
Antarctica and New Zealand. 
Geological and biological dis¬ 
coveries have been made there. 

SECRETS IN THE 
POLAR ICE 

By studying samples of ice from 
the Arctic and Antarctic, American 
scientists hope to find out how the 
Earth’s climate has changed in the 
past 2,000 years. 

Air bubbles, trapped in the ice, 
will tell much about the state of 
the atmosphere in bygone 
centuries. Specks of dust and 
volcanic ash will, when analysed, 
provide more information. 

The discovery of weather cycles 
in the past may yield some clue 
as to the kind of weather the 
world may expect in our times. 



Two television masts , each 1,250 
feet high , are to be built for the 
joint use of the BBC and ITA. 
They will be the highest in Europe. 

Queer fish 

One of the world’s rarest fish, 
known as Lepidaplois Alboma- 
culatus , has been caught off 
Durban, South Africa. An inch 
long, it is velvety black with 
white markings. 

A new Russian perfume has 
been named Yaroslavna Valentina , 
after the world's first space- 
woman. 

Nursing: the World 

The World Health Organisa¬ 
tion (WHO) says that, of the 
world’s 2 } million nurses, there 
are only 400,000 to tend the 
immense populations of Africa, 
Asia, and Oceania. 

A collection of more than 
10,000 rare Chinese books has been 
left to the University of Singapore 
by a Malayan businessman. 



I NOUVELLES DE FRANCE 

! 28th December winner: Ian Dick- 
S son, Maidendew, Countess Road, 

• Dunbar, East Lothian. 

THRILLS 

1! 

DANGER 

f 

0 

ACTION 

1 

□ 


The Ship 
Smashers No.7 

Thrills and more thrills, 
flying high and flying fast 
with Paddy Payne in his 
latest adventure. 

The Green 
Peril No. 8 

What lies in wait for Robot 
Archie as he battles his way 
through the African Jungle 
in search of the fabulous 
treasure of Kaal ? You’ll 
gasp with suspense when 
you read the thrilling 
adventures of Robot Archie! 

Get your copies of 
these great new 
Picture Stories now! 


LION Picture Library 

Two gripping, 56-page Picture Stories 
every month— V- each 
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Beginning our new ~if ' 
series about pop 
personalities. We 
start off with a 
portrait of John ,1-.. '. 
(“Beatle”) Lennon 


WORDY BIRDIE MODERN STYLE 


'J'he talking Budgerigar (pictured 
below) is three-year-old 
Winky, who, with the help of his 
mistress, ten-year-old Gloria 
Manley of Whitburn, Co. 
Durham, is doing a bit of 
swotting. Gloria, determined that 
her pet shall speak better than 
most budgies, gives him extra 
coaching with a dictionary. 

Already Winky’s cheerful 



He’s a wonder with words 


chatter includes such expressions 
as: “What are you doing?” and 
“Where have you been?” If the 
time ever comes when Winky can 
look at Gloria’s homework and 
say “That word's spelt wrongly,” 
his education will be complete! 

MEET SKIDDLY 

Another intelligent pet is this 
six-month-old black kitten, 
Skiddly (there's her picture below, 
too). She belongs to Carol Green¬ 
ing of Caterham, Surrey, who 
took this photograph while 
holidaying in Cornwall last year. 

. “Skiddly (so called because she 
can't help skidding on polished 
floors) is more like a dog than a 
cat,” explained Carol. “She trots 
around on the end of a lead quite 
happily even in crowded places, 



So this is the Atlantic Ocean! 


but when we're having a picnic 
she runs about freely. She loved 
the sea and was off the lead when 
the bays were deserted.” 

Skiddly is a seasoned traveller, 
having been hundreds of miles by 
car. “Which is fab,” said Carol, 
“because I never have to leave 
her at home.” 


CO many girls of the 
Ruifwood Comprehensive 
School at Kirby, Liverpool, 
were leaving at the age of 
fifteen that the staff decided to 
find out why. 

They discovered that the senior 
girls felt self-conscious in the grey 
uniform gymslips, white blouses, 
blue ties and ankle socks. So the 
older girls were asked to design 
their own school uniform, and 
their final choice was a smart 
tailor-made suit with a Beatle- 
style jacket (no badge), pleated 
skirt, candy-striped blouse, nylons 
and chisel-toe shoes. This has 
now been accepted as the official 
school uniform for senior girls. 

“We’ve not got Beatlemania,” 
said their Headmaster. “This is 
a serious attempt to stop girls 
leaving school and finding jobs 
before the age of 16.” 

Said Beryl Moss, a T5-year-old 
pupil selected to model the new 
uniform: “We all think it’s 

fabulous. Even when the Beatle 
craze is over, it will still look 
smart.” 

Now the boys are considering 
asking if they can have Beatle- 
style jackets instead of blazers. 

illlllllllllllllll SISTERS lilllllllllllllMJi 



= barometer was falling!” = 

fniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiil 

WHAT, NO 
CHORES? 

Good news for those of you who 
in 20 years’- time will be 
housewives . . . There’ll be no 
washing up ! No ironing ! No 
housework ! 

So say the experts of the 
American Home Economics 
Association. The plastic crockery 
will be thrown away; lightweight 
paper clothing will be worn once 
and then destroyed. Heavier 
clothes, of crease-resistant fabrics, 
will be hung in ultra-sonic 
wardrobes which will shake out 
all dirt. Homes, automatically 
deodorised, will have the dust 
electronically sucked out of the 
air. so there’ll be no cleaning to 
do. 

Come to think of it —what will 
you housewives of 1984 do all 
day? 




QF the four famous mop-headed Mersey boys 
voted ‘Pop Princes of 1963,’ Beatle JOHN 
LENNON provides the falsetto voice effects. 

He is the only original, member left of a 
small skiffle group called "The Quarrymen ”, 
which Paul McCartney and George Harrison 
later joined. It was John who re-named the 
group “Silver Beatles.” Later, as they went on 
to make gold, he dropped the word ‘ silver.’ 


John and Paul between them write most of the 
songs, which, helped by ‘ The Sound have given 
the Beatles their chart-topping hits. One of John's 
ambitions is to work with Paul to put on a West 
End Production of their own words and music ; 
the other is to write a book. 

At 23 years of age, John, his wife Cynthia and 
six-month-old son, John Charles Julian, live 
at Hoylake, Cheshire. 

Next week: Paul McCartney. 
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OUR MONARCHY 

The British Constitution is based on a monarchy. In this 
country we have as the Head of the State a monarch, and we 
have been ruled by one for over a thousand years (except in 
the time of Oliver Cromwell). 

The Queen now is the official Head of this country and of 


all those countries that make 
of Nations. 

Many years ago, the monarch 
was very powerful indeed and 
could do almost anything. This 
is not the case today, for now 
we have what is called a constitu¬ 
tional monarchy. Our monarch 
does not act as a dictator but is 
guided by the British Constitution 
we spoke of two weeks ago. 

When Mr. Macmillan resigned 
as Prime Minister last year, the 
Queen could have chosen your 
next-door neighbour to be Prime 
Minister. But she chose, instead. 
Sir Alec Douglas-Home. She 
chose him because by constitu¬ 
tional custom she must choose the 
leader of the biggest party in the 
House of Commons, and she was 
advised that Lord Home (as he 
was then) was going to be the 
next Leader of the Conservative 
Party. 

If she wished, the Queen could 
(in theory) stop any law being 
passed. But she does not, because 
our laws are made by Members 
of Parliament, most of whom 


up the British Commonwealth 



The Queen is guided by the 
British Constitution 


have been chosen by the ordinary 
people of the country to do that 
very job. The Queen cannot go 
against the wishes of the people 
as expressed by Parliament. 

She could, if she wished, 
disband the Army, the Navy and 
the Air Force; sell all our ships 


and aircraft; order us to fight a 
war tomorrow; give away Corn¬ 
wall or Essex or Yorkshire to 
Russia; make us all lords and 
ladies, and so on. But, of course, 
she does none of these things. 
Instead she does only those 
things her ministers recommend 
to her. 

It is said nowadays, therefore, 
that the Queen reigns, but does 
not rule. 

Non-political 

Why, then, do we have a 
monarch? The answer is that 
somebody must be the official 
head of the country. We in this 
country think that it is better and 
simpler to have a hereditary 
monarch than an elected presi¬ 
dent. With an elected president, 
the people have to choose a new 
head of the country every so 
often (every four years in USA). 

Our monarch does not support 
any political party—she represents 
all the people. A president, on 
the other hand, usually supports 
a particular political party. This 
means that, in such countries, 
there are always many people who 
are opposed to their Head of State. 


Next week : 

THE QUEEN IN 
POLITICS 



NOT SO RARE, PERHAPS? 


I was faking part in a radio discussion on the British Wild 
Cat the other day, and it came out that this truly wild beast, 
so often referred to as being very rare, was in fact not so scarce 
after all. 


It is not often seen because it 
is a creature of the night. It lives 
in remote areas, and is very 
secretive. But it was encouraging 
to learn that in Scotland, its last 
stronghold, the Wild Cat still 
exists in very reasonable numbers. 

All this set me thinking about 
other creatures that may not be 
as rare as is often thought, at 
least in some regions. 

I remember being on another 
radio programme a few years ago, 
this time about Stoats, Weasels, 


and Polecats, in the course of 
which we lamented the decrease 
in the numbers and distribution 
of the last-named mammal. I had 
referred to the district in Wales 
where it was still to be found, 
but I omitted to include some 
counties on the eastern border. 



Smooth Snake, our rarest reptile 


between Wales and England. 

I promptly had a letter from 
a lady from one of these counties 
telling me that these handsome 
but fierce animals were still 
present there. A short time 
afterwards she sent me the corpse 
of a genuine Polecat which had 
been killed because of damage to 
poultry! 

Now let us look at one or two 
other “rarities.” 

I expect that some of you know 

-by- 

Maxwell Knight 


what a Hoopoe is—that strikingly 
handsome, crested and long- 
beaked summer bird from warmer 
climes which is usually referred to 
as being an “occasional visitor.” 
During the years since the war, 
this bird has not only been seen 
much more frequently in Britain, 
but it has actually bred here. 

Then there is the Smooth Snake, 
our rarest reptile and one of the 
most uncommon of all British 
animals. Admittedly it is “ local ” 
in its distribution, but I am sure 
there are more of these harmless 
snakes than we think, and that 
they are to be found in places 
where they have never yet been 
recorded. 



The Cl 



Bright summer weather gives this wonderfully clear view of a fan 

The bridge’s massive central span is 1,6! 
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PANORAMA 


i in Pictures 



WHILE 

BRITAIN 

SHIVERS 



IT’S 

SUMMER 

DOWN 

UNDER! 



»us landmark—Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
Ijfeet long. 


AUSTRALIA, lying in the southern hemisphere, 
has its seasons in reverse to ours. Just now it’s 
summer and over most of the great continent (nearly 
as big as the USA) the rainfall is lower than anywhere 
in Europe. So there are plenty of fine days. 

This is a great country for out-door sport of all 
'kinds. In the coast cities there are wonderful beaches 


This looks like the South Seas Islands, 
but it isn’t. It’s a beach in Australia 


for swimming and surfing, and they are watched by the 
famous life-saving patrols in case anyone gets into 
trouble among the big breakers. 

Australia lies between latitudes 10 and 40 South, 
corresponding to Africa between Rhodesia and the 
Cape, and its climate is warm. So pineapples and 
palm trees strike the right note in our pictures. 



Coolangatta, in Queens¬ 
land, is one of the most 
popular holiday resorts j 


Bananas can 
be grown in 
ordinary gardens 


•A. A sheep drover 
uses this peaceful 
form of transport 
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Here’s your chance to get a Beginner’s Stamp Collector's Outfit absolutely 
FREE. This outfit, worth at least 5/-,’ contains everything to start you off 
on the World’s Finest Hobby ! This is what it includes— 


1. World Stamp Album with 120 illus¬ 
trations to hold 1,550 stamps. 

2. Magnifier to check stamps for 
flaws, etc. 

3. Stamp Wallet for "swaps", etc. 

4. Perforation Gauge to measure 
perforations. 

5. Black metal Watermark Detector 
Tray — and leaflet explaining how 
to use items 4 and 5. 

6. Metal Tweezers for handling 
stamps properly. 

7. 16-page XLCR Stamp Finder Book, 
to enable you to identify stamps 
easily. 

8. Land Finder World Map. 

9. Packet of Stamp Hinges. 


10. - Exact full colour facsimile of 

World's Rarest Stamp. (Original 
worth over £3S,000D 

11. "How to Organise a Stamp Club" 
leaflet. 

12. Super Stamp Club Badge in red, 
white and blue to wear on your 
lapel. 

13. Price List of Albums, Packets of 
Stamps, Accessories etc. 

14. A sheet of 100 Flag Stamps 
(gummed and perforated just like 
stamps} all in correct colours to 
dress up your album pages. 

15. A special packet of 10 different 
stamps from 10 different countries 
to start you off on this grand 
hobby. 


The above 15 items will be sent to you ABSOLUTELY FREE if you fill in the coupon 
below and post it to us with 1/- in stamps for postage and packing. We will also send 
you a selection of our famous SPECIAL APPROVALS — a booklet of priced stamps. 
You can buy any you wish or return if you don’t wish to buy them. You are under no 
obligation to buy anything. All our stamps are catalogued by Gibbons and are 
guaranteed genuine. We will also send you a free VOUCHER-CHEQUE value 8/9. 
This enables you to buy a complete 17 1 6 Approval book at half price if you wish. 
Please tell your parents you are sending for this FREE Outfit and Approvals. 


r-————' —— —— — — — — 

I To PHILATELIC SERVICES (DEPT. C.N.1) 

! EASTRINGTON, GOOLE, YORKSHIRE 

■ Please send me the Free Stamp Collector’s Outfit 
| described above and your Special Approvals for 

■ inspection. I enclose If- in stamps for postage and 
J packing. 

■ Name....,..... 

I Address... 


l 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

« 


How' about your friends? 
Owing to the value ot 
this Offer, it is limited to 
one Outfit per applicant. 
But many of your friends 
will want to send for this 
Offer, so write their 
names and addresses on 
a piece of paper, enclose 
1/- for each, and we will 
gladly send the Outfit 
and Approvals to them. 
No need for them to use 
the Coupon. 


The SIXTH 

CHILDREN S LITERARY COMPETITION 

organised by the Daily Mirror 

Entries from now until 6th March 1964. 

For full details of entry and awards send stamped, 
addressed envelope to : 

Children’s Literary Competition, 

Leaflet F, 

Daily Mirror, Holborn Circus, 

London, E.C.l. 

Advisory Panel : Sir Herbert Read 

Michael Baldwin Richard Church Marjorie L. Hourd 

Ted Hughes Laurie Lee Kathleen Raine 

“ . . . this enterprise is undertaken in the belief that children are capable of 
expressing themselves effectively in literary form, and that to learn to express 
themselves in this manner is one of the primary concerns of education.” 

Herbert Read. 


Crossword puzzle 



ACROSS 1 Caper. 
4 Real. 8 Acrobatic 
swing. 9 Cunning. 
10 Irish river. 11 
Respond. 12 Rain 
cloud. 15 Profession. 

18 Telegraphic code. 

19 Unreliable. 22 

Denominations. 23 
Remote. 24 Distended. 
25 Flower part. 
DOWN : 1 Worker. 

2 Head ornament. 3 
Pure. 4 Gathers grain 
left by reapers. 5 
West African State 
whose capital is Lagos. 
6 Copy. 7 Upright. 

13 Goatskin leather. 

14 Cooking container. 
16 Concert. 17 Blush. 
18 Nine goddesses, 
daughters of Zeus. 20 
Chances. 21 Vagrant. 
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ROBOTS WILL BE 

FIRST ON THE 



MOON ! 



Lunar logistics system 


/TETTING there may be 
half the fun, even in the 
case of reaching the Moon; 
but according to American 
Defense Center scientists in 
Baltimore, Maryland, the real 
adventure will begin before 
the Apollo mission sets down 
on some distant lunar “sea.” 

The first lunar voyagers will 
have a lot more information about 
their destination than Columbus 
did when he set sail for his “ New 
World." For one thing, they will 
have an idea of where they are 
going and what they will find 
when they get there. 

Engineers of the Defense Center 
have devised two exploring and 
communication tools to make the 
arrival of astronauts safer and 
their work .more useful. 

Lunar Vehicle 

The first is a lunar roving 
vehicle (LRV) designed to roam 
the surface of the Moon for a 
distance of one hundred miles, if 
necessary, to locate possible land¬ 
ing sites for manned vehicles. 

The second, a part of a lunar 
logistics (supply and communica¬ 
tions) system (LLS). is a package 
of electronic gear to furnish 
communications support for the 
men to be placed on the Moon. 
The LLS would be sent on ahead 
of the manned satellite and would 
standby for as long as a year 
for use when the astronauts arrive. 

The lunar roving vehicle would 
arrive by rocket. Upon landing 
on the Moon, the oyster-shell-like 
dish aerial would open, and infra¬ 
red sensors detect and track the 
Earth to point the aerial toward 
its home planet. Upon a com¬ 
mand from Earth, two stereo 
television cameras are to be 
brought into action to survey the 
immediate surroundings and send 
pictures back to Earth. 

Since there are no electric power 
stations on the Moon, both these 
systems would bring their own. 
They both rely on an ingenious 
device, known as a hydrazine 
engine, which drives an electric 
generator. 


The days and nights on the 
Moon each last the equivalent of 
two Earth weeks. The tempera¬ 
ture during the 336-ho‘ur day soars 
to 250 degrees F. At night it 
drops to 250 degrees below zero. 
The hydrazine fuel is kept from 
freezing during the long night by 
the heat from a radio-isotope 
thermo-electric generator, which is 
also used as a source of electric 
power. 

Adjusting Heat 

To keep the elements of the 
systems at their best operating 
temperatures at all times, louvres 
on the upper surfaces-of the LRV 
and the LLS communication 
package are adjusted to retain or 
reject heat as needed. 

The lunar roving vehicle will 
travel across the lunar surface at 
speeds of up to four mph. It will 
be preceded by a combination 
crevasse-detector and surface¬ 


sampling device on an arm about 
ten feet long. An arm of this 
length is needed to look for 
hidden flaws in the Moon's 
surface because of the trans¬ 
mission times between the vehicle 
and its Earthbound operator. The 
time required to radio an indica¬ 
tion of danger by the detector 
and the command to stop the 
vehicle from Earth will take at 
least three seconds (for a message 
to make a round trip). Even at 
the slow rate of travel of the 
lunar vehicle, a distance of 
approximately 20 feet will be 
traversed in three seconds. 

As a safety factor, the vehicle 
will stop automatically if the arm 
drops beyond a certain angle. The 
LRV then remains still until the 
Earthbound operator can assess 
the problem and order the action 
necessary. 

Lunar roving vehicle 
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Agamemnon, leader of the Greeks, had struck his bravest warrior, Achilles, an angry blow. 
Until the insult was avenged, Achilles refused to fight. Jove, father of the gods, decided 
to help Achilles. He schemed to break the Greeks' nine-year-siege of Troy and avenge the 
insult to the Greek hero by allowing the Trojans to win. Both armies prepared for battle. 



Part 4 

I. The two great armies faced 
each other in battle formation. 
While awaiting their leaders’ 
commands, Menelaus, Greek King 
of Sparta, caught sight or the 
Trojan warrior, Paris. Paris was 
the man who had dared to steal 
King Menelaus’s beautiful wife, 
Helen and, by so doing, had been 
responsible for starting the Greek- 
Trojan war. 

Enraged, Menelaus spurred his 
horse and rode to meet Paris. 
But as soon as the Trojan realised 
who was bearing down on him, he 
fled for shelter within the city 
walls, hoping to escape the terrible 
wrath of Menelaus. 
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BRITISH EMPIRE 



Including the fine stamps 
shown, and unusual coun¬ 
tries such as Montserrat, 
Grenada, Cayman Is., Selan¬ 
gor, etc. 

Super new offer to new 
members of the Sterling 
Stamp Club (admission free—■ 
many advantages). Just send 
two 3d. stamps and ask to see 
a selection of our popular 
Sterling Approvals. 

' (Please tell your parents.) 

Without approvals, 2 6 


STERLING STAMP SERVICE oom.cn to 4)l 


Lancing: 

Sussex 


FREE 


33 BRITISH COLONIAL 
QUEEN STAMPS 

(One of which is shown here) 



Please send us a 3d. stamp for postage and 
ask to see our famous Pictorial Discount 
Approvals. This offer does not apply to 
readers who live outside the British Isles. 
(Please tell your parents you are applying.) 
THE WULFRUNASTAMP CO. (Dpt.CN14> 
6A. CORNHILL. DORCHESTER, DORSET 


FREE! C0MMEM0RA1 IVES! FREE! 

8 COM’WEALTH COMMEMORATIVE 
STAMPS CAT. OVER 3/- INCL.: 
JLBILF.E. CORONATIONS, ROYAL 
VISITS, SILVER WEDDING 
All these are offered FREE to applicants 
for my Bargain Discount Approvals, 
and enclosing 3d. for postage. 

Tell your parerits before replying. 

S. W SALMON (C84) 

1T9 BEECHCROFT ROAD, IPSWICH 


BRITISH COLONIALS—FREE 

A new packet of 50 Different BRITISH 
EMPIRE used stamps, containing old and 
modern issues, Commemoratives. Pictorials, 
Thematics, etc., is offered FREE to 
applicants for our Approvals Service. 
Please send 4§d. postage. 

(Price without Approvals—1/3 post free.) 
Please tell your parents. 

SUMMIT STAMPS 

SEATON, WORKINGTON, CUMBERLAND 


r 

cu \ 


u 
j ex 

Z r 

ca 

z.z 

to 

T 3 CL. 

£ 


•CUT-OUT“ 


FREE! 

11 ROCKET STAMPS 
22 SPORTS STAMPS 
20 TRIANGULAR STAMPS 
33 ANIMALS & BIRDS 
144 WHOLE WORLD 
STAMP ALBUM 

Just put a cros3 by the gift you would 
like and it will be sent ABSOLUTELY 
FREE OF CHARGE together with 
Approvals. We can only afford to 
give one free gift per person but 
additional Items can be purchased at 
8d. each or 3/- the lot. Money back 
guarantee. (Please tell your parents.) 
BRIDGNORTH STAMP CO. LTD. 
(Depi. M58). BRIDGNORTH 


| n RUSSIAN STAMPS FREE I) A PI/ITO 

IU t0 Vs r e derin9 rALI\t10 


25 diff. 


50 diff. 

100 diff. 

Bolivia 

2/6 

Belg- Col 

5/6 

Australia 6/- 

Ceylon 

i/9 

Brazil 

1/6 

Canada 

6/- 

Cyprus 

4/6 

Cuba 

3/6 

Columbia 8/6 

Guatemala 2/6 

Eire 

5/- 

Bulgaria 

3/6 

Hong Kong 3/9 

i_Fr. Col. 

1/9 

Finland 

4/- 

Iceland 

3/9 

Greece 

2/6 

France 

2/- 

Malta 

3/- 

Malaya 

3/6 

Japan 

4/- 

Siam 

1/9 

Mexico 

2/- 

Norway 

3/6 

200 diff. 

Pakistan 

3/3 

Poland 

4/6 

Belgium 

3/9 

500 diff. 

Portugal 

3/9 

C'Slovak. 

6/- 

Austria 

25/- 

Russia 

6/6 

France 

6/- 

China 

12/- 

Spain 

2/3 

Italy 

6/- 

Hungary 

20/- 

Swiss 

6/- 


SPECIAL OFFER WITH ORDER OVER 20/. 
FREE GIFT $2 KELANTAN (CA T. 10/-) 

Please tell your parents. 
POSTAGE 3d. EXTRA . C.W.O. LIST FREE. 

BATTSTAMPS (10R) 

16 Kidderminster Road, Croydon, Surrey 


f»? 


You can’t miss . . . 

Russia, 1961 set of 8, cat. 4 11; 

China, Labour Day, cat. 1>; 

Bulgaria, 1963 Pictorials, 
set of 5; 

French Antarctic Territories, 
set of 3; 

Roumania, 1962 Trade Fair, 
set of 3. 

All free to collectors requesting my 
Bargain Discount Approvals. No obli¬ 
gation to buy. satisfaction guaranteed. 
Please tell your parents. 

j. CHURCH 

10 Greenwood Mount, Leeds 6. 


too Different Stamps FREE! 

Plus Super Perforation Gauge to all 
applicants asking to see my famous 
$d. upwards Approvals. British Colonial 
or Foreign. Don't delay, write today 
enclosing 4Jd. in stamps for postage. 
Please tell your parents. 

C. T. BUSH (CN 35) 

53 Newlyn Way, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset 


A MILLION STAMPS FREE 

Yes, we are giving regularly all these 
stamps free! Have you had your share? 
Write today for '200' plus 2 from Russia 
—all absolutely free. Request Discount 
Approvals and enclose 5d. for return 
postage. Please tell your parents. 

BAYONA STAMP CO. (X) 

291 LONDON RD., LEFTW1CH GREEN, 
NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE 


FREE FREE FREE FREE 

Wonder Packet of 30 Space, 
ROCKET. AIRMAIL TRIANGULAR AND 
LARGE PICTORIAL STAMPS 

Just request our Superior Approvals and 
enclose 4Jd. stamp. 

Please tell your Parents. 

CHILTERN STAMPS 

31 First Avenue, AMERSHAM, Bucks. 


rnrr great Britain 1961 rnrr 
mm EUROPASET Of 3 VALS I tlLL 

(Catalogued at 3/6 Per Set) 

To all who ask to see my Great Britain or 
Colonial Approvals or both — please state 
which. 3d. stamp for postage. 

Please tell your Parents. 

J. B. STAMP SERVICE 

21 CADOGAN GARDENS. CHURCH END, 
FINCHLEY, LONDON, N.3 


TRIANGLE STAMPS FREE! 


Sel; 
Latest: 
Coloured: 
Butlerdes, 
Plus 27 1 

* Send 3d. postage ^ V Stomps Free! < 

& request Approval ▼ 4 

►selection. (Please tell your parents.) i 

l ROSEBERY STAMP SERVICE 4 
► (Dpt. Cl, 37 Rosebery Rd., Epsom, 5y. 4 



25 Island Stamps 
Offer 

SUPER lot to add to your 
collection including these illus- 
_J3 trated . . . Icelandic Volcano . . . 
Magnificent Jamaican . . . also 
some of the latest and hard to get issues. 
All sent to those enclosing two (2) 3d. 
stamps and asking to see my latest 
discount stamp booklets on 14 days’ 
approval. If approvals not wanted enclose 2/6d. Only a limited supply 
of this gift available so send NOW. Do not forget to enclose the stamps to 
cover postage etc; and to inform your parents that you are writing. 

Captain Martin Campbell (CB), 40 Teville Road, Worthing, Sussex 



WORLD OF STAMPS 


by C. W. Hill 


BIG EVENT OF 1964 

OPENED recently by President de Gaulle, the new French 
radio and television centre is one of the most striking 
buildings in Paris. It stands on the bank of the River Seine 
and you can get a fine view of it from the bateaux mouches, 
the large pleasure boats which take sightseers up and down 
the river. 

The building is circular, with a 
200 -foot-high tower in the centre. 

It has more than fifty studios, as 
well as concert-halls, record 
libraries and the most modern 
technical facilities. 

The 20-centimes stamp pictured 
below has been issued by the 
French Post Office to celebrate 
the opening of the new Maison 
de la Radio-Television. 

Paris is to be the scene of the 
stamp event of the year, the 
international exhibition, “Philatec 



REPUBUQUB FPANCATSE 
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1964,” to be held in the Grand 
Palais from 5th to 21st June. 

President de Gaulle has agreed 
to open the exhibition, and a 
special 25-centimes stamp has 
already been issued to publicise 
the event. Its design is pictured 
at top of the next column. 

In the background (left) is a 
view of the Grand Palais, which 


stands just off the famous 
Parisian boulevard known as the 
Champs-Elysees. On the right is 
one of the two large marble 
sculptures known as “The Horses 
of Marly,” which flank one end 
of the boulevard. 

Several other issues of stamps 
will be made in France in honour 
of Philatec 1964. There will be a 
series of four in May, and a large 
space-stamp to mark the opening 
ceremony. 

As well as having thousands of 
stamps, postmarks and covers on 
display, Philatec 1964 will devote 


/v ’ V\ 

‘^CHRISTMAS 0 ) 
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a lot of space to the automatic 
equipment used by modern post 
offices in providing telephone, 
radio and television services. 
Altogether Philatec 1964 will be 
well worth a visit. 

YYhile the French Post Office 
has been looking forward, 
that of the Maldive Islands has 
been looking back. A series 
of four stamps has been issued, 
in these British-protected islands 
in the Indian Ocean, to com¬ 
memorate the World Scout 
Jamboree held near Marathon, in 
Greece, last summer. All the new 
stamps are in 
the design 
pictured here, 
which shows 
the badge of 
the Boy Scout 
Movement. 

There is an 
echo of 
Christmas in 
the postmark 
shown in my fourth picture this 
week. Every year the GPO finds 
in the Christmas mail many letters 
addressed to Father Christmas in 
Snowland, Reindeerland, Toyland 
or similar imaginary places. 

Last month the Postmastei 
General decided that, if they had 
put their addresses on their 
letters, the children writing them 
should each receive a greetings 
card from Father 
Christmas. The post¬ 
mark was used on 
the envelopes in 
which the cards were 
j~ sent out. 
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CAPITALS IN 
QUESTION 

Begin at the top line and work 
downwards, taking one letter from 
each line, to form the names of 
four capital cities. 


SEVEN 

FOR 

AN 

EXPLORER 



Name the pictures 
correctly and the 
initial letters will, 
when rearranged, 
spell a famous 
explorer of Africa. 


DO YOU KNOW? 


What is a metronome ? 

Where does the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer live ? 

When did the Great Fire 
of London take place ? 

What is the world’s largest 
island, other than Australia ? 

How many States make up 
the USA? 


L A W M 
A I T O 
H S S R 
E B C S 
A O O N 
W W S N 


ALL TENS 
HERE 

The answer to each of the clues 
below contains the letters TEN. 

A twining shoot. 

To make believe. 

Insect’s feeler. 

Something that’s used. 

To level. 


WORD SQUARE 

The answers to the four clues will, 
if written below each other, read 
the same down as across. 

Edge. Uncommon. Metal. 
To repair. 

[ Answers to puzzles are on page 12 
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C 1 fiction 


PITCH-PINE BILLY GIVES A DEMONSTRATION OF HOW TO PROSPECT FOR GOLD 



Jack and Praiseworthy’s long journey to the gold-fields is over, 
but two recent events still linger in Jack’s mind. Firstly, the spine- 
chilling, sudden meeting with Cut-Eye Higgins—the thieving 
impostor-judge who now calls himsdlf a dentist. And, secondly, the 
wonderful sight of Praiseworthy fighting a man and knocking him 15 
feet uphill with a beautifully-timed straight left. 

Now, at the gold-field town of Hangtown, they are about to start 
digging for gold when a sudden shot spins the washpan out of Praise¬ 
worthy’s hands. This is followed by an angry roar . . . 


7. Jamoka Jack 

I N answer to Praiseworthy’s 
question : “Are you talking 
to me, sir ? ” the man growled 
fiercely : “Talkin’ and shootin’. 
What you doin’ with my wash- 
pan? ” 

Jack stared at the man. He had 
a thick, tangled beard and his ears 
were bent over under the weight 
of his slouch hat. 

"Needless to say, . you’re 
mistaken,” Praiseworthy answered. 
“Until this moment I’ve had the 
good fortune never to set eyes on 
you or your washpan, sir.” 

"We don't take kindly to 
thievery in these parts,” growled 
the miner, stepping forward. “A 
man steals around here, we lop 
off his ears. That’s miners’ law.” 

"Do you have any laws against 
shooting’ at strangers?” 

“Nope.” 

Jack couldn't imagine Praise¬ 
worthy with his ears lopped off. 
He took a grip of the handle of 
the shovel as the miner came 
closer. His heart beat a little 
faster and he waited for a signal 
from Praiseworthy. 

The miner belted his pistol and 
picked up the washpan. He 
crimped an eye and looked it over. 
“It’s mine, all right,” he said. 
“You’re either near-sighted or a 
scoundrel,” said Praiseworthy. 

Jack was ready to fight—if not 
for their lives, at least for Praise¬ 
worthy’s ears. But just then a 
flash of tin in the sunlight, from a 
pile of wet rocks, caught his eye. 
He dropped the shovel and went 
for it. 

"Is this your pan?” Jack said. 
The miner’s bushy eyebrows 
shot up like birds taking wing. 
“It is at that, ain’t it?” Then he 
laughed as if the joke were on 
him. “I’d forget my boots if I 
didn’t have 'em on.” 

Praiseworthy peered at the man. 
Apparently shooting at strangers 
by mistake didn't amount to any¬ 
thing in the diggings. The miner 
hardly gave it another thought. 

"How about a cup of jamoka?" 
the miner said. 

"Jamoka?” said Praiseworthy. 
"Coffee. I got a pot workin’ 
on the fire. Where you strangers 
from? Pitch-pine Billy Pierce, 
they call me—and I’d be rightly 
pleased if you did the same. 
Shucks, looks like I wore a hole 
plumb through your washpan. 
Good shootin’, though, weren't 
it?” 

Praiseworthy put his finger 
through the hole. The washpan 
was useless. 

“Perfect shooting, sir,” he said. 
"No hard feelin’s,” said Pitch- 
pine Billy. “ I can show you more 
ways to wash gold than skin a 
cat. Let’s get the coffee. Put hair 
on the boy's chest. He your 
son?” 

Jack looked up at Praiseworthy. 


"My son?” Praiseworthy started 
to explain, but the miner didn’t 
leave a long enough pause. 

“What’s your name, boy?” he 
asked. 

“Jack-” 

“You look powerfully clean for 
a young ’un. It don’t seem 
natural, somehow. Why, your 
ears shine like new-minted gold 
pieces.” 

Jack felt his face redden and he 
glanced at Praiseworthy. I’m not 
going to wash for a week, he 
thought. Or a month. Or maybe 
even until we get back to Boston! 

There was an air of hospitality 
about the miner that pleased 
Praiseworthy and he forgave him 
the hole in his gold pan. 

“Sir,” he said, “a cup of coffee 
would taste fine.” 

P itch-pine billy led them 

to a weathered canvas tent 
pitched along the slope. The 

coffee pot was boiling merrily. He 
filled three tin cans—black. Black 
as paint, it looked to Jack. lie 
had never seen coffee like it in 
his life. 

He looked at Praiseworthy. 
And Praiseworthy gave him a nod, 
as if to make up for having Jack 
wash his ears back at the hotel. 

The tin cans were so hot they 
felt as if they had just been 
forged. Jack sat on a rock to_let 
the brew cool. Although Praise¬ 
worthy’s coat and hat had fallen 
by the wayside, he clung to the 
black umbrella as a last badge of 
his calling. 

“Tell me, Mr, Pierce-” 

began Praiseworthy. 

“Just call me Pitch-pine Billy.” 
“How do we stake a claim?” 
“Easy. Find your¬ 
self a piece of real 
estate nobody’s 
workin’, and pound 
four pegs in the 
corners. Put tin cans 
on 'em so folks can 
see, or rags’ll do. 
and you got yourself 
a legal claim. That’s 
miners' law. As long 
as you work it at 
least one day a 
month, it stays 
yours.” He laughed 
and stroked his beard. 

"Of course, the 
other 30 days you got 
to stand around 
shootin’ off squatters 
and claim jumpers.” 

He refilled his tin 
can. “Why, there are 
places along the river 
where the claims is 
only four-foot square 
and the boys is 
diggin’ out a fortune, 
back to back,” 

“ Boy, you struck it 
rich already!” said 
Pitch-pine Billy. 


Jack finally picked up his tin 
can. The steam alone was like a 
dragon's breath and at the first 
taste, the coffee bit his tongue. 

“Drink up, Jack,” the miner 
told him. "Jamoka Jack, that's 
what we’ll call you. A man ain’t 
really accepted around here until 
he’s won himself a nickname.” 

“Best coffee I ever tasted,” Jack 
said hoarsely. 

“Plenty more in the pot. I 
ground in a few acorns for 
flavour.” 

J ACK winced inwardly. Jamoka 
Jack—the name pleased him, 
but he wasn’t sure he could win it. 
The coffee stung and burned and 
tasted poisonous. 

He forced down another mouth¬ 
ful. He was afraid the miner 
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would take back the name if he 
didn’t drain the can. 

-Praiseworthy, catching Jack's 
distress out of the corner of his 
eye, shifted his position. The tip 
of his umbrella jiggled Jack’s 
elbow and the coffee spilled. 

“It’s no account,” said Pitch- 
pine Billy. He lifted the pot and 
refilled Jack's can. “We don’t 


stand on table manners out here.” 

Jack gulped and stared at the 
fresh, steaming black potion of 
coffee. He had to begin all over 
again. 

" Lemme show you how to wash 
out gold without water,” Pitch- 
pine Billy was saying. “Take 
your horn spoon, boy, and scrape 
me some dirt from the crack in 
that rock. It’s places like that 
the spangles like to hide, if there 
is any.” 

Jack was glad to set the coffee 
aside to cool. Slipping the horn 
spoon from his belt, he turned 
eagerly to the crack in the rocks 
and scraped away, gathering up 
river sand and bits of dead pine 
needles. 

The horn spoon worked fine. It 
got in the cracks. He filled the 
miner’s outstretched hand and sat 
on his heels to watch. 

“We call this dry washin’,” 
explained Pitch-pine Billy as he 
poured the dirt in a small stream 
from fist to hand, like sand in an 
hour glass, while at the same time 
blowing on it. Sand and pine 
needles scattered under the force 
of his breath. He poured again 
and again and each time the 
handful of dirt grew smaller. 

“Grain for grain, gold is eight 
times heavier than sand. If you 
blow just right, the spangles fall 
and the lighter stuff goes Ilyin’.” 

Jack bent closer. Finally Pitch- 
pine Billy had nothing left to 
blow. He held out the rough palm 
of his hand and laughed. 

“ Boy, you struck it rich 
already,” he said. “Look there!” 

R ESTING in his hand were two 
gleaming pinheads of gold. 
But to Jack they looked as large 
as jewels. 

“Put ’em in your pouch, boy!” 



said Pitch-pine Billy. “Easy— 

don’t knock over your coffee.” 

“Thank you, sir,” Jack smiled, 
whipping out his brand new buck¬ 
skin pouch. 

"You got any idea how to work 
that tin pan of yours, boy?” 

"Mr. Quartz Jackson-” Jack 

began. 

"You a friend of ol’ Quartz!" 
Billy exclaimed. “Why didn't 
you say so? Stay for dinner! 
We'll have sowbelly-and-beans! 1 
won’t take no for an answer, hear! 
Now let’s get our boots wet and 
I'll learn you how to pan. Bring 
your coffee.” 

Jack exchanged a glance with 
Praiseworthy. Sowbell y-and- 
beans! 

They moved to the edge of the 
stream and Jack took a swallow 
of coffee as the miner pulled a few 
weeds and threw them in the pan. 

“Around runnin’ water,” 
explained Pitch-pine Billy, "gold 
has a way of gettin’ tangled in the 
roots of weeds and grass.” 

He dipped water in the pan and 
washed the roots clean. He added 
more dirt until the washbasin was 
more than half full. Then he 
began to pan, using the same 
circular motion Quartz Jackson 
had shown them. 

“You get rid of the rocks and 
shekens, little by little.” 

“Slickens?” said Jack. 

“Mud with the gold worked out 
of it. , Keep the pan workin’, and 
dippin’ and workin’ until the 
spangles reach bottom. Fish out 
the rocks. See how I’m lettin’ the 
slickens spill over the edge of the 
pan? It takes practice, boy. But 
you’ll get the hang of it. Ain’t 
you drinkin’ your coffee, boy? 
Why, look there. We struck it 
rich again!” 

TACK took two hard swallows 
” of coffee. Then he pulled 
off his shoes, rolled up his 

trousers, and tried his hand with 
the gold pan. The mountain water 
was icy, but he hardly noticed it 
at first. 

Five minutes later he could no 
longer feel his feet. 

You re standin’ in melted snow 
off the high peaks,” Pitch-pine 
Billy chuckled. “Wash out enough 
colour and you can buy yourself 
some boots.” Then he turned to 
Praiseworthy. “You ain’t exactly 
dressed for prospectin’ yourself. 
You and your boy will be needin’ 
a tent and a mountain canary.” 

“A mountain canary?” Praise¬ 
worthy asked. 

“Mule or burro. There goes 
one hee-hawin’ now. Got a fine 
singin’ voice, don’t he? , What’s 
that umbrella for?” 

“A matter of habit.” 

“Well, it ain’t goin’ to rain 
around here for some time. But, 
seein’ as how I punctured your 
igold pan, I don’t see any reason 
why an umbrella won’t work just 
as well. Lemme show you.” 

“ But-” 

Pitch-pine Billy lifted the 
umbrella off Praiseworthy’s arm 
and opened it wide. He stuck it 
in the ground, upside down. 

“If you don’t mind, sir,” said 
Praiseworthy, with a flash of 
impatience. “I happen to treasure 
that--” 

“Yes, sir,” the miner was saying 
to himself. “It oughta work fine 
—just fine.” 

T HEN he began shovelling dirt 
into the open umbrella. 
Praiseworthy watched with a kind 
of quiet horror. He’d carried that 
black umbrella for years. 

To be continued 

© Sid Fleischman, 1963 
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THE publication of details of a so-called “Schoolboys’ 
Charter ” in the National Press has aroused some interest 
and not a little criticism among schoolmasters who are opposed 
to any contact between Professional clubs and schoolboys. 
It is to these schoolmasters that an explanation is due in 
order that the present position may be fully understood. It 
is hoped, also, that this explanation will help schoolboy 
footballers to understand what is required of them if they 
are to continue playing in Schools’ Football. 
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Extras . . „ 


Badminton 

Scotland and England meet at 
Edinburgh this Thursday. 

Golf 

The Scottish Boys’ Championship 
will be held over the North Berwick 
Club course from 30th March to 
4th April. 

A Scottish team is to. compete in 
the City of Cannes sporting festival 
front Sth-I2th February. 

Lawn Tennis 

The first Federation Cup contest— 
the women’s international team 
match which was held at the Queen’s 
Club, London, last June—cost the 
Lawn Tennis Association £1,705. 

Motor-racing 

Jack Brabham of Australia, former 
world champion, will enter two 
cars in the new season’s World 
Championship Grand Prix. The 
cars are improved versions of the 
1963 Formula-One. 

Swimming 

Britain and Russia are to meet at 
Blackpool on ioth-uth April.' 

On 5th-6th September, the British 
team will go to Dortmund to 
compete against West Germany, 
France, Holland, Italy, and Sweden. 



Janet Dicken, 16-year-old 
Derby art student, is among 
the seven girls from whom 
Britain’s Olympic spring¬ 
board diving team will be 
chosen. 


Until last July a rule of the 
Football Association made it an 
offence for any club to approach 
a schoolboy to sign a form or 
play for a club. The rule did not. 
however, prohibit a boy or his 
parents from 
approaching a 
club. It wifi be 
seen, therefore, 
how easy it 
was to obtain 
the signatures of boys without 
breaking the rule. 

Many boys signed forms or 
played for a professional club's 
Junior team in ignorance of the 
fact that by doing so they came 
under the ban of the English 
Schools' Football Association, 
and that under a rule of that 
Association they were ineligible 
to take part in any schools' foot¬ 
ball. The ESFA therefore sought 
to amend the rule of the Football 
Association on the question of 
approaching by making it illegal 
for any club to sign a school¬ 
boy under any circumstances 
until he had actually left school. 
The amendment was defeated at 
the Annual General Meeting of 
the FA. and. what was far worse, 
the existing rule was deleted 
entirely. Clubs were thus free to 
sign and play any schoolboys 
they could persuade to sign. 

Adequate Safeguards 

The ESFA acted swiftly by 
requesting an immediate Confer¬ 
ence with the Football Associa¬ 
tion. and the Football League, 
in an effort to reach an agreement 
which would provide adequate 
safeguards for schoolboys and 
Schools' Associations. The ESFA 
Council was aware of a 
desire on the part of the clubs 
to assist with the coaching of the 
more promising boys as part of 
the general effort to improve the 
standard of football in this 
country. In order to enable this 
to be done the ESFA amended 
its rules to allow schoolboys to 
sign registration forms for 
professional clubs but not to play 
for any team connected with a 
professional club. Agreement was 
then reached with the Football 
League and the Football Associa¬ 
tion on legislation designed to 
prevent abuse of the new freedom 


of -clubs to register schoolboys. 
There is now no reason why 
schools' football should not run 
more smoothly than ever before, 
and the game generally should 
benefit by the coaching to be 
given to boys 
of more than 
usual ability by 
the professional 
clubs. 

The scheme 
is printed here for the information 
of schoolmasters and schoolboys: 

Clubs may, for the purposes of 
training and coaching, register 
boys over the age of 13 years on 
1st September in any season who 
are' still attending school, under 
the following conditions:— 

1. Whilst the boy is on the roll 
of a recognised school priority 
must at all times be given to 
any school and/or schools' 
organisation activities. 

2. Boys under the age of 15 on 
1st September in any season 
may not play football for a 
Club. 

3. Any boy over the age of 15 
on 1st September who remains 
on the roll of a recognised 
school may play for tile Club 
for which he is registered only 
with the permission of his 
Headmaster or Headmistress. 

4. A boy who has been registered 
for a Club will not be registered 
with the Football League for 
another Club without the 
consent of his previous Club 
and his Headmaster or Head¬ 
mistress or with the special 
consent of the Management 
Committee whose decision on 
this matter shall be final. 

5. The number of boys registered 
by a Club under this scheme 
shall not exceed 40 at any one 
time. This number may include 
a maximum of 15 in any of the 
age groups 13-14 years and 14- 
15 years. 

6. The form of registration, after 
all particulars have been filled 
in including the dates of 
signatures, must be signed by 
the boy, attested by his parent 
or guardian, and bv the Head¬ 
master or Headmistress, and 
forwarded to the Secretary of 


ALL-ROUND ALFIE 


The Football League within 
five days of such signature. 

7. No Club shall induce a school¬ 
boy to leave school prematurely 
to sign as an Apprentice Player 
and any such registration shall 
not he accepted by The 
League without the written 
consent of the Headmaster or 
Headmistress or the Local 
Education Authority. 

Legislation on similar lines to 
the above is being prepared by 
the Football Association to cover 
all Senior Clubs in addition to 
those of the Football League. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES 

Crossword Puzzle (P. 8) : ACROSS : 
l Antic. 4 Genuine. 8 Trapeze. 
9 Guile. 10 Shannon. 11 React. 
12 Nimbus. 15 Career. 18 Morse. 
19 Erratic. 22 Sects. 23 Distant. 
24 Swollen. 25 Sepal. DOWN : 
1 Artisan. 2 Tiara. 3 Clean. 4 Gleans. 
5 Nigeria. 6 Imitate. 7 Erect. 13 
Morocco.14Utensil. 16 Recital. 17 Red¬ 
den. 18 Muses. 20 Risks. 21 Tramp. 
(P. 10) : Seven for an Explorer : 

Aeroplane, engine, squirrel, tractor, 
ladder, yacht, notes—STANLEY. 
Do You Know ? An instrument for 
measuring musical time; 11 Downing 
Street ; 1666 ; Greenland; 51. All 
Tens Here : Ten-dril ; pre-ten-d ; 
an-ten-na; u-ten-sil; flat-ten. 
Capitals in Question : Lisbon; Athens; 
Warsaw ; Moscow. Plurals, Please ! 
Word Square: Termini; Oases; Mem- 
B R 1 M oranda ; analyses ; 

RARE sons-in-law; phenom- 

I RON ena; strata; courts 

MEND martial ; bureaux. 


The steel frame of a new 
sports arena now being built 
at Walker, near Newcastle. 
Costing £54,000, it should be 
ready by Easter 

NETBALL COURSES 

J ^ coaching course for 
experienced netball players 
who wish to improve their 
personal performance and gain 
knowledge of modern methods of 
coaching, is to be held at the 
Crystal Palace from 28 th July- 
lst August. A coaching training 
course is also to be held there 
from 2 nd- 4 th October. 

Application forms and further 
information about both courses 
can be obtained from the Central 
Council of Physical Recreation. 
6 Bedford Square, London WC 1 . 



EVERY MONDAY PRICE ONE SHILLING 


The educational magazine for the 
older child to make learning 
fun. 28 large pages of superbly 
illustrated features. 



EVERY MONDAY PRICE ONE SHILLING 

Full of colourful and exciting 
pictures. The magazine that 
starts young children on the road 
to Looking and Learning. 
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SEND 100 B.E. AND 
[APPROVALS FOR WHICH 1 
I ENCLOSE 6d. FOR POSTAGE 


BRITISH 
EMPIRE 

TO STAMP 
COUECTORS 

WHO SEND FOR OUR APPROVALS 

Please tell your Parents. 

TO: COMET SATis"~(CC17l 
12 UPPER KING STREET, NORWICH, NOR 02P 
Name. 

Address. 


— by S. E. Tye — 

Secretary of the English Schools’ 
Football Association 





















































































































































